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and has fallen with others of his later novels, like Miss Grace of
All Souls and' Twixt God and Mammon, into undeserved neglect, for
Tirebuck, if uncouth of structure and style, wrote with a crude
power well suited to the gloom of his backgrounds. Leaving
school early, Caine was articled to an architect, but " at the first
hint of one of the nervous attacks which even then beset me," he
ran away from the office to the Isle of Man, where for a year he
earned his keep as a schoolmaster and contributed gratuitous
articles on Christian Socialism to the local press. Returning to
the Liverpool architect, he wrote articles in imitation of Ruskin
for the Builder and the Building News, paid his first visit to London
at the invitation of the editor of the Builder, changed his job to
become the clerk to a builder, and made some literary friends
locally, among them William Watson. The publication of
Rossetti's Poems in 1870 had inspired him with passionate
admiration, which found fruit after eight years in a lecture on
Rossetti at the Liverpool Free Library. The lecture being printed,
he sent a copy to Rossetti, who wrote him a letter of thanks and
asked him to call on him when in London.

In common courtesy Rossetti could have done little less, but
to the little provincial clerk, full of literary aspirations and bravely
struggling to educate himself in an adverse environment, the
celebrity's friendly gesture seemed an overwhelming gift of
grace. He expressed his gratitude so fervently that Rossetti
wrote again, and to Caine's delight, who did not know that the
poet was a drug victim and found a distraction from moods of
morbid brooding in writing to the unknown admirer who so
ardently appreciated his letters, the correspondence continued.
It was a year before the clerk could find an opportunity of going
to London, but in the autumn of 1880, he called on his way to a
fortnight's holiday on the south coast, and impressed Rossetti
favourably enough to be invited to stay the night on his way
home from his holiday. Whether he was prompted by the drug
addict's desire to insure secrecy, since Hall Caine that night
discovered his bondage to chloral, or by the feeling that this
little admirer would alleviate his loneliness without intruding
upon his desire for solitude, Rossetti suggested that, if he decided
to settk in London, Caine should live with him. The young clerk